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risk reduction,  etc.  Considering that 2.9% of adults surveyed perceived their chances
of getting HIV as high, we can estimate that between 2.9% and 6% of adults surveyed
perceive a high risk or are at high risk of getting HIV.  This value most likely
underestimates the number of adults in Tennessee who are at a high risk for contracting
HIV because the survey does not include high risk groups such as the homeless,
treatment populations, and prison populations.  However, it is based on perceived, not
actual, risk, and no objective test results are reported.  These factors tend to deflate the
estimate.  To some extent, these errors cancel each other out.

The CDC BRFSS for 1994 found that Tennessee exceeds the national median
rate by nearly 3% of adults perceiving medium to high risk of HIV/AIDS.  Approximately
90,000 adults in the State would rate their perceived HIV risk as high, particularly, males,
blacks, and those in the 18-24 year age-group.

A higher percentage of less well-educated adults perceived high HIV risk, as well
as those in the lowest income group (under $15,000).  Slightly over one-third of adults
reported being tested for the HIV virus, reflecting somewhat higher percentages of those
who feel at highest risk.  Of those tested, 73% obtained their results; of those 23%
received counseling.  No racial or sex differences were noted.

5.12 Adolescents at Risk-Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS)

This annual national study, coordinated by CDC, surveys high-school-age youth
in 43 states, including Tennessee.  Due to survey methods, dropouts and absentees are
under-represented.

Survey results for 1993 showed about 61% of Tennessee high school students
reported being sexually active, in particular, older students, males and blacks.  A higher
proportion of Tennessee than US youth were sexually active.  Non-condom use by
sexually active students, at 42%, approached the national average of 47%. 

Thirty-seven percent of Tennessee students reported early sex (at age 13 or
younger), representing 30% of whites and 50% of blacks.  Knowledge of HIV/AIDS was
high, with over 90% of students reporting that they learned about it in school or at home.

YRBSS data regarding high risk behavior for contracting HIV indicated that a
substantial number of 1995 Tennessee high school students participated in high risk
behaviors.  Highlighting the most risky behaviors reported in this survey:

-- 24% of high school students surveyed reported ever having 4 or more
sexual partners,

-- 22% of the respondents reported early sex (before age 14),
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